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OC's RN-BSN program is opening doors to new beginnings for bachelor's degree nursing students
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n 2007, Olympic College became the bachelor’s degree locally is cost. In 2017, LQWR 6LJPD 7KHWD 7DX ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO 677Ζ 
third community college in the nation, the College Board estimated yearly tu- +RQRU6RFLHW\RI1XUVLQJ7KHRUJDQL]DWLRQ
DQGWKHȴUVWLQ:DVKLQJWRQVWDWHWRFUH- ition and fees at public four-year college is includes a distinguished group of colleges
ate a Registered Nurse to Bachelor of Sci- $9,410; and $32,410 to attend private uni- LQFOXGLQJ8QLYHUVLW\RI:DVKLQJWRQ 6HDWWOH
ence in Nursing (RN-BSN) program. A little versities. Compare that to the average cost %RWKHOO  7DFRPD  6HDWWOH 3DFLȴF 8QLYHUover a decade later, the RN-BSN program of tuition and fees at a community college VLW\3DFLȴF/XWKHUDQ8QLYHUVLW\DQG1RUWKhas graduated 238 students. By complet- like Olympic, which is $3,440*. Add other west University, in addition to many others
ing their bachelor’s degree, graduacross the country.
ates gain knowledge needed to
7KH 51%61 SURJUDPȇV JUHDWȴOO UROHV LQ OHDGHUVKLS HYLGHQFH "The RN-BSN program prepared me to
est asset is without a doubt the
based practice, and community
become a better advocate not only for faculty. Recent graduate, Victor
health.
our patients but also for the rest of the Sandoval, credits his professors
0DQ\QXUVHVȴUVWHDUQWKHLUDVVRFL- individuals in our community."
for empowering him to reach
ate degree, which prepares them
new heights in his education.
to complete the National Council
RN-BSN Student Neslie Lebita
Licensure Exam (NCLEX) to become a licensed Registered Nurse
(RN). More and more students are continu- common fees such as room and board,
ing their education and earning a BSN be- books and supplies, personal expenses,
IRUH HQWHULQJ WKH ȴHOG 7KLV PDNHV VHQVH and transportation, which can total more
given that the Institute of Medicine (2010) than $10,000 annually and you see that
The Future of Nursing set a goal for 80% of learning locally at a community college
nurses to have their BSN by 2020.
VXFKDV2&RHUVDIDQWDVWLFYDOXHSURSRsition.
“RN-BSN education broadens a nurse’s
practice in community health, leadership, More important than cost is the quality of
research and evidence based practice HGXFDWLRQ\RXZLOOUHFHLYH:HNQRZIURP
to name a few areas," Associate Dean of WDONLQJ WR RXU VWXGHQWV WKDW 2& RHUV D
Nursing, Dr. Gerianne Babbo said. "An edi- ȴUVWFODVV HGXFDWLRQ H[SHULHQFH DQG WKH
torial in Medical Care (Aiken 2014) provided program has accreditation from the Com'compelling evidence that employment of a mission on Collegiate Nursing Education
ODUJHO\%61QXUVHZRUNIRUFHFDQUHWXUQȴ- (CCNE). RN-BSN students such as Neslie
nancial value to institutions and third party Lebita, featured on the cover of The View,
players, as well as better outcomes for pa- appreciate the holistic approach to the
tients.'"
curriculum, which aided her in developing
well-rounded abilities.
A quick Google search reveals hundreds
of BSN programs throughout the coun- Ȋ7KH51%61SURJUDPKHOSHGPHLPSURYH
try, which is great news when considering not only my comprehension abilities, but it
WKDWWKH:RUOG+HDOWK2UJDQL]DWLRQ :+2  also helped me enhance my writing abiliestimates a shortage of nearly 4.3 million ties,” she said.
nurses, physicians and other health human
resources worldwide, which they attribute Many of our students come away from the
to "decades of underinvestment in health program with a broadened worldview and
worker education, training, wages, working a greater understating of the roles nurses
environment and management." Adding can play in the community as well.
to the challenge is an aging Baby Boomer
population, which could reach 61 million Ȋ7KH SURJUDP PRWLYDWHG PH WR  ZDQW WR
make considerable changes in our commupeople ages 66 to 84 by 2030.
nity and inspired me to open my heart to
It is clear that nursing, and health care more knowledge and resources available
LQ JHQHUDO DUH JURZLQJ ȴHOGV ZLWK JRRG to all the nurses worldwide,” Neslie says.
MRE SURVSHFWV +RZHYHU PDQ\ SURVSHF- “Moreover, the RN-BSN program prepared
tive RN-BSN students, particularly those me to become a better advocate, not only Victor Sandoval recently completed the
who attend community college, are place for our patients but also for the rest of the
RN-BSN program at Olympic College.
bound due to work and family responsi- individuals in our community.”
bilities and are not able to relocate to earn
a BSN, which is just one of the many rea- Students in OC’s RN-BSN become part of * Average cost per credit full course load 12+
sons why it is so important that commu- a community that extends well beyond credits is $98.53 for associate degree level coursQLW\ FROOHJHV OLNH 2& RHU WKLV FXUULFXOXP the boundaries of Kitsap County. In 2017, es. Average cost per credit full course load 12+
$PRQJ WKH PDQ\ EHQHȴWV RI HDUQLQJ D the OC nursing program was inducted credits is $176.43 bachelor degree level.
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7KH QXUVLQJ IDFXOW\ DUH H[FHOlent.
Being
from
another
country and English being my second
language, I was hesitant to start the RNBSN program. But then, the nursing faculty
helped me overcome my fears, and helped
me embrace my profession on a whole new
level,” he said. “Now, I am competent and

Introducing OC's new Welcome
help from the experts!

motivated to continue my education in the
nursing profession. OC's RN-BSN program
opened the doors to a new beginning.”
7RȴQGRXWPRUHDERXW2&ȇV51%61SURgram, visit Olympic.edu/nursing, or contact
program advisor, Sue Riddle, to schedule
an appointment today.

RN-BSN Program Recruiter/Adviser
Susan Riddle

sriddle@olympic.edu
360-475-7175

Center, where prospective and new students get one-on-one

$SSO\LQJIRUFROOHJHFDQEHDGDXQWLQJH[SHULHQFH7KHUHDUHPDQ\
considerations and processes that a new student must overcome
EHIRUHVWHSSLQJIRRWLQWKHFODVVURRP3URVSHFWLYHVWXGHQWVPXVW
FRPSOHWHWKHDSSOLFDWLRQVXEPLWȴQDQFLDODLGIRUPVDQGVFKHGXOH
RULHQWDWLRQDQGDGYLVLQJDSSRLQWPHQWVMXVWWRQDPHDIHZ7RKHOS
ZLWKWKLVSURFHVV2O\PSLF&ROOHJHUHFHQWO\ODXQFKHGD:HOFRPH
Center, which is part of the college’s one-stop shop for student
VHUYLFHVȂ7KH5DQJHU6WDWLRQ

9LVLWWKH:HOFRPH&HQWHUZHESDJHDQGFRQWDFWXVWRGD\WRVFKHGule an appointment.

Welcome Center
%XLOGLQJ +XPDQLWLHVDQG6WXGHQW6HUYLFHV 5P
welcome@olympic.edu
360-475-7279
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/RFDWHG LQ WKH +XPDQLWLHV DQG 6WXGHQW 6HUYLFHV %XLOGLQJ %XLOGLQJ WKH:HOFRPH&HQWHURHUVSHUVRQDOL]HGRQHRQRQHDVVLVtance for completing all of the steps needed to enroll. Department
Manager Casey Reed and Student Success Navigator Elsa Krier are
admissions experts with years of experience at major colleges like
0LFKLJDQ 6WDWH 8QLYHUVLW\ DQG WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI ΖGDKR 7KH\ DUH
already helping new students and are looking forward to assisting
you as well.

7KHDGGLWLRQRIWKH:HOFRPH&HQWHULVDIDQWDVWLFHQKDQFHPHQW
to the services we already provide at Olympic College," says Casey.
+DYLQJ ZRUNHG ZLWK D EURDG UDQJH RI VWXGHQWV IURP DOO EDFNgrounds, I am excited to help OC students complete the admissions process so they can focus their energy on their programs
of study."

:HOFRPH&HQWHUVWD(OVD.ULHUDQG&DVH\5HHG OHIWWRULJKW DUHKHOSLQJQHZVWXGHQWVQDYLJDWHWKHFROOHJHDGPLVVLRQV
process.
Olympic.edu | 360-792-6050 | 1-800-259-6718
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